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What is an amalgamation?

u Amalgamatioris process of mergingvo (or more) existing schools to form a single
school.

u In this case; the merging of both Squirrels Heath Infant Schoobguodrels Heath
Junior School to create one single primary school.

u The process would mean th&guirrels Heatlhnfant School which presently caters for
pupils aged between 4 and 7 with a capacity of 270 pupils would close and a primary
school would be established by altering the lower age randggqoirrels Heatlunior
School which currently caters for pupils aged between 7 and 11 with a capacity of 36

pupils.

u Theamalgamation of both schools would mean that the primary school would cater fc
children aged! to 11 with a capacity fo830 pupils.

u All the children currently isquirrels Heatlhnfant andSquirrels Heatldunior schools
will automatically become pupils in the primary school.

Cleaner, Safer, Prouder Together www.havering.gov.uk



s Havering

g LONDON BOROUGH

Why Is this amalgamation being proposed?

u Theproposal is in line with our strategic objective of bringing separate Infant and Juni
schools together where appropriate and where it is practical to do so if an opportunity
arises toform a primaryschool.

u The relocation othe Headteacher of Squirrels Hedtifant School irsummer
2025providesa natural opportunity to review the organisation of the school and
consider the needs of current and future pupils.

u Thetwo schools currently have different ethos. An amalgamation will enable a new
collaborative ethos to be formed which would aid the development and running of
education provision froniReceptionto Year 6 provided in a continuous and logically
progressed curriculum which is proven to be educationally beneficial
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What are the benefits of amalgamation

Benefit to stakeholders include;

Transition

v OnesinglePrimarySchoolfor familiesto applyto and childrento attend

v Reducesapplication processesand createsfar easiertransition processas children
movefrom KeyStagel [infants]to KeyStage2 [juniors]

v Childrenand familiesget to know all staff muchearlierin their schoolingg seeingand
interactingwith staff who teachthe older children

v Allstaff getto know childrenmuchquicker

v Lessnformation sharingis required as staff, familiesand childrenall working together
under one primary schooland any issues,concernsetc, will be dealt with asa whole
school

v Further consistentapproachto teaching,learning and the whole school curriculum
approach
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Overall School Benefits also benefitting children and families

Vv

Vv

A single Head Teacher, as part of a restructured Senior Leadership Team, would be ¢
to make changes and take a whole scheygbroach

Amore efficient school leadership and management system enabling leaders to have
the required overview to make the best decision for a school\ahae

Sharingof best practiceacrosKey Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
Efficiencies in school resource management including the overall school budget

Staff development & deploymemtoften primary teachers prefer to work across the
whole age range as it gives greater scope for improvementavdlopment. All staff
will havethe opportunity to work across the whole primary agage.

Schoolnspectors and school leaders would be able to make judgements more
accurately about the education children receive when they can see 'the whole picture
rather than in separate schools
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What happens next?

The Local authority will consider views & feedback from this consultation which ends on 24 M:rrc
2025 to decide whether to publish a notice proposing the closure of the infant school and altering 1
age range of the junior school to become a primary school

{

If the decision is to proceed, theA publishesa statutory notice on 25 April 202fr a 4 week
period, invitingpeople to makdinal representations or objections to the proposal.

]
LA considers any representations or objections received during the notice period anc
decides on the proposal

!

If approved a Primary school will be legally established

!

The primary school opens Septemb2025
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Have your say

If you have any other questions regarding this proposal, please email:
schoolsorganisation@havering.gov.uk

You can state whether you support this proposed amalgamation or not by
completing the consultation response form onlivia
consultation.havering.gov.ukr by scanning the QRode:




